The TippingPoint Commissions: an invitation to submit a proposal

The TippingPoint Commissions are a new initiative for professional artists who wish to create new performance work in the context of climate change.

The theme of climate change is intended to provide a stimulus and a springboard for the commissions. Artists are invited to submit projects that stimulate audiences towards the radical and imaginative thinking necessary to comprehend a world dominated by climate change. We are not looking for a didactic exposition of the subject.  Rather, we are seeking proposals that offer creative reflections on a world that is rapidly changing and on humanity’s role and responsibilities within it.

“We cannot respond successfully to a challenge of this magnitude by asking merely what we should do. At this unique moment we must ask ourselves who we are... [We need] to build the mirror that will show us our fellows and our world in our own reflection.”

              John Ashton, UK Foreign Secretary’s Special Representative for Climate Change
Proposals can be made by practitioners of any performance discipline, as individuals or groups, by artists on their own or together with partners or producers. 

We will be able to sponsor around 4 commissions. The maximum award will be for £30k although we anticipate that most awards will be for less. Applicants may wish to commission a composer, a writer, a choreographer or work with a range of collaborators as part of a devising process. We recognize that you are likely to undertake additional fundraising from other sources to take the initial commission to production. 

If your initial concept would benefit from discussion with or advice from a specialist scientist please say so in your proposal. We will suggest appropriate contacts for shortlisted projects. 

Proposals must be submitted by Monday 4th May at 5pm.  Shortlisted applicants will be invited to develop ideas a little further and attend an interview. They will be considered by a selection panel which will include:

Graham Devlin – Chairman, Tipping Point (Chairman of Selection Panel)

John Ashton – UK Foreign Secretary’s Special Representative for Climate Change

Nick Starr  – Executive Director, National Theatre  

Maresa von Stockert – Director, Tilted Productions

Cecilia Wee – Writer, Broadcaster and Curator

You can download the criteria below and an application form at 

www.tippingpoint.org.uk 

We look forward to receiving your proposal.

For any further information contact: angela@tippingpoint.org.uk

This is an open invitation.  Please forward this information to anyone you think may be interested in making a submission.

The TippingPoint Commissions: Criteria
1. All applicants must live or work in the UK.

2. Proposals must be for original new work. 

3. All proposals must be received by Monday 4th May at 5pm.

4. Only one proposal per person or group will be accepted.

5. Proposals must include a completed application form and a submission proposal of no more than 2 sides of typed A4 describing the project – this should include background on the artists/producers involved. It should detail exactly how you will use the TippingPoint Commission and should give a timescale for the work i.e. the start of work and your aspirations for the date of the first performance.
6. Recipients of the TippingPoint Commissions will commit to good environmental practice in the delivery of the work

7. You may submit still images/drawings, DVD or CD up to a maximum running time of 15 minutes. Please note that submissions will not be returned so please do not submit original artwork. Please ensure that all materials are clearly marked with the title of your proposal.

8. Please indicate the level of financial support you are seeking for this commission and please give an indication of your past success in raising funds to produce and present your work. (We recognize that you may need to fundraise from other sources to realise the final production/event.)

9. One full application should be submitted by post (ie including any visual materials). Please note that if you would like acknowledgement of receipt of your application, you should include a stamped, addressed envelope. Please also send a copy of your application form and written proposal (NO visual materials) electronically.

10. Shortlisted applicants will be invited to develop their proposal further and attend an interview in early June 2009.

11. The panel’s decision will be announced mid June 2009. The panel’s decisions are final. 
Application form is below.

TippingPoint Commissions: Application Form
Please write in capital letters. 

Name of applicant (or contact person if group application)       
Group name / organisation (if applicable)       
Address (applicants must live or work in the UK)       
Email       
Website (if applicable)       
Mobile number       
Daytime number       
Title of submission proposal        
Summary of proposal (approx 50 words)

List of material enclosed        
Signature 

__________________________________Date___________________________ 

By signing above, I/we certify that this is work is my/our own, that I/we meet the criteria and that I/we understand and agree to the procedures and criteria of The TippingPoint Commissions

TippingPoint Commissions

4th Floor, 43 Aldwych, London WC2B 4DN

Please send this application form plus a copy of your proposal together with any visual materials to the address above in an A4 envelope clearly marked The TippingPoint Commissions
Closing Date: Monday 4th May at 5pm.
Please also send an electronic copy of your application form and written proposal (but no images or CD/DVD’s) to commissions@tippingpoint.org.uk
