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BATS GET A NEW HOME IN RIBA COMP

By Rutly Slawd

16

A very different type of RIBA
housing competton i being
launched = one which will
provide a new home for
London’s bots,

The competition, held
in conjunction with the Ba
House Partmership, is for a
breeding home for bats at the
London Wetland Centre in
=3I.'IFI'.I':.‘51 wiest L'I.'.I]'II:{[:IT!. T]'I.l:'
finished bat house will double
as an educational resource,

The project wos the idea
of Turner Prize-winning arnst
Jeremy Deller, ‘T just got
interested in bats as fellow
mammals living in London,
Why should we privilege
human beings?” says Deller,

He adds:*l was going to
make a public sculprure which
I wanted bats to live in, but
then [ thought, why not build
ﬁl'ﬂl'l'lt‘tl'llllg] t('l‘l!'i'l]'—['lil'.'l.dt' I-IUT t]'li:l]'
requircments?’

The Bat House Parmmership,
which is supported by the Arts
Council Eng|uml, the Bat
Conservation Trust, the Mayor
of London, PlusEquals, the
R.oyal Socieny of Arts and the
Wildtow] and Wetland Truse,
hos already run a number of
competitions for conceprual
design, but the difference with
this project 1s that the intention
is to build it,

The jury will include
Future Systems’ Amanda Levete
I.'ll'ld I‘LH'\.‘EL]H MULH.'E Hi’ ci“.'
Architecture Foundation, as
well as various wildlife experts.

There are 16 species of bat
in the UK and, although they
are protected by law, their
'|'|.L'|r'|'!|'|:'!'|'5 are I'.!EI:"..I'I'HHEI. I h'L'
most abundant species, the
common pipistrelle, 15 also the
smallest, weighing 3-8¢ — less
than a 2p coin. Renovoton of
buildings, exclusion of bars and

toxic timber treatments can
all threaten their existence,

Ecological consultant
John Goldsmith, an expert in
protected species, particularly
bars, sags a building must be
able to accommodate colonies
of up to 300 bats, There must
be darkness within the roost,
L‘I'.]!‘].F ACOLSS t;l'll][l liilil.[.‘-tdt', L'||id
the building must hold the heat,
especially late in the day

“They are litde animals
that have quite Tarrow
requirements for roost
selection,’ says Goldsmith,

Dreller adds: 'l hope some
amuazing building will be built
[and] that architects can rise to
the challenge!

The closing date for entries
is 10} Seprember and winning
eniries will be published by the
AJ. Details are available at
wWww . bathouseproject.org/
competition
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